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Welcome to A Level English Literature

Why study this subject?

Through studying A Level English Literature, you will develop the analytical and critical 

thinking skills as a confident thinker, reader, speaker, and writer. Through the study of a 
range of texts, you will discuss, debate, and explore universal ideas, as well as past and 
present social, historical and political contexts. You will advance your knowledge of the 
conventions of poetry, prose and drama and develop your use of concepts and 
terminology in evaluating texts. 

Through the course of study, you will advance your skills in writing relevant responses 
to texts, explore ideas about nature and the environment, human nature, history and 
society. You will examine contextual influences, integrate evidence from texts, evaluate 
a writer’s craft and develop your own critical voice. 

English Literature is respected by universities and employers and can lead to a range of 
careers and further education courses, including Archaeology, Architecture, Classics, 
English Literature, History of Art, Law, Philosophy, and Politics.

Year 12 Year 13
Autumn 
Term

• Baseline Prose and Drama 
exam

• Prose: Heart of Darkness
• Drama: A Streetcar Named 

Desire
• Prose and Drama mock exams

• Poems of the Decade
• Coursework
• Prose, Drama and Poetry mock 

exams

Spring 
Term

• Poetry: Romantic Poetry
• Drama: Hamlet

• Coursework completed and 
handed-in the first week of Spring 1

• Poems of the Decade
• Prose: Heart of Darkness and The 

Lonely Londoners revision
• Poetry: Romantic verse revision
• Mock exams

Summer 
Term

• Prose: Heart of Darkness and 
The Lonely Londoners revision

• Prose, Poetry and Drama end 
of year exams

• Coursework

• Drama: Hamlet and Streetcar 
revision 

• Prose: Heart of Darkness and The 
Lonely Londoners revision

• Poetry: Pomes of the Decade and 
Romantic verse revision

• External exams



Assessment Objectives

Home Learning

Objectives of a Sixth Form Home Learning Policy

Objectives of a John Roan Sixth Form Home Learning policy are as follows:

To enable you to achieve the best grades that you are capable of at Post-16 through:

The consolidation and revision of learned material

o The application of learned material

o Preparation for lessons to enable access to challenging subject content

o To reinforce high expectations of our students as independent learners.

o To equip our students with the study skills required for University and other 

destinations

Expectation of subject Home Learning

At The John Roan Sixth Form we aim to teach students to become independent learners who use 

their private study time effectively. Students will be given guidance and support with creating 

revision schedules, effective note taking, essay writing and academic literacy, but will also be 

expected to practise and demonstrate these in their home learning.

As a benchmark, students should expect to receive an amount of home learning per subject that is 

equivalent to twice the number of contact hours that they receive in school: six hours per subject 

which amounts to 18 hours per week.

Deadlines

Failure to meet deadlines for home learning will result in a one-hour detention after school the 

following day, while repeated failures to meet home learning deadline will escalate to an academic 

support plan or school-based exclusion. Students who are placed into detention will still be expected 

to complete missed home learning. Students are encouraged to communicate with teachers about 

other deadlines in place so that they can be supportive of work set in other subjects.

Home Learning setting

All home learning will be set for students using Show My Homework which is available as an app 

which can be accessed via a mobile phone, or as a website that can be accessed via a computer. In 

some instances, home learning will be set on software including Microsoft Teams. However, 

instructions for any home learning set on these platforms will be repeated on Show My Homework to 

ensure consistency.



Home Learning

A minimum of six hours of Home Learning needs to be completed every week. 
Examples of home learning will typically include:

Revision

Revision homework tasks will 
enable you to consolidate 

your learning and eliminate 

gaps in subject knowledge, 
helping you to prepare for 

your exams.​

Application

Application homework tasks 
test for understanding of 

recently-acquired 

subject knowledge and 
develop your technique for 

exams.​

Flipped-Learning

Flipped learning 
homework tasks ensure that 

you are able to access 

challenging subject material 
and allow you to progress 

quickly through your course.​

•

•Consolidating notes 

/ developing Cornell notes ​

•Creating mind maps 

and flashcards​

•Creating / revising 

from knowledge organisers​

•Revising for a quiz ​

•Wider reading questions –

reading wider texts 

in preparation for NEA​
•

•

•An essay or question plan​

•An essay question​

•Preparing a presentation for a 

lesson​

•Completing coursework 

or another assignment for 

a deadline​

•Independent or 

guided research on a lesson 

topic​

•Completing a topic quiz​

•

•Pre-reading for the next lesson​

•Preparation of notes 

in advance of a next lesson​

•Answering 

comprehension questions 

ahead of a new topic​

•Preparing a presentation for a 

lesson​

•Independent or 

guided research ahead of a 

lesson​



Component 1 Drama
Section A Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

Section B A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams



Drama Mark Scheme: Section A



Drama Mark Scheme: Section B



Component 2 Prose
Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
The Lonely Londoners by Sam Selvon



Prose Mark Scheme



Component 3 Poetry
Section A Poems of the Decade

Section B Romantic Verse



Poetry Mark Scheme: Section A



Poetry Mark Scheme: Section B



Essay Writing: Key Terminology



Wider Reading




