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Inspired Confident Ambitious

At The John Roan Sixth Form, 

students will be inspired by our 

commitment to their destinations. 

They will feel confident in their 

abilities and prospects because of  our 

teaching and curriculum and they will 

be ambitious because of  the 

opportunities we provide.



Curriculum Aims (KS5) 

The purpose of the Politics curriculum is to ensure that students appreciate the importance of 
politics and develop an understanding that, whether we like it or not politics impacts upon us all. 

Politics students will develop an understanding of the UK’s political system and the workings of its 

institutions, while a comparative unit (with the USA) further develops understanding of 

alternative political systems. The study of Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism and Nationalism 

introduces students to political history and philosophy and deepens and enrichens their 

understanding of politics today. Students will be encouraged to ask and answer difficult 
questions, to develop their critical thinking skills and enhance their ability to interpret, evaluate 

and reach substantiated judgments upon the nature of politics. Links to both university courses 

(politics, PPE, ethics, international relations, journalism etc.) and the world of work (politics, 

international organisations, the media, government and the civil service) are also of considerable 

importance to our curriculum. 

Here we explore the John Roan curriculum principles in the context of the Politics curriculum:

• Entitlement: all pupils need a good understanding of the beliefs and values that underpin 

society. For soon-to-be voters our curriculum will not only ensure that all students are fully 
equipped for A-level examination but, through key concepts such as democracy, political 

participation, rights etc, will mould informed and engaged citizens. 

• Coherence: Our curriculum is carefully sequenced to maximise knowledge, skills and 

understanding. The course has 3 units and there is a clear rationale for the order in which 
these are studied. Each unit is approached thematically, and comparisons (UK and USA) are 

drawn throughout.

• Mastery: regular testing (low and high tariff questions) is embedded within the curriculum. 

This enables teachers to ensure that foundational knowledge, skills and concepts are 
secure. To support mastery pupils revisit prior learning on a lesson-by-lesson basis, while 

feedback is at the heart of the teaching process. 

• Adaptability: the core curriculum is in line with the demands of the AQA specification and 

the focus is exam success for all. In addition, we are able to bring aspects of the curriculum 
to life in liaison with such as the Parliamentary Education Service and the London 

Mayoralty. Teachers adapt lesson to meet the needs of their classes. 

• Representation: All pupils will be able to see themselves within the Politics curriculum, as 

each of the units of work is embedded within wider national and international contexts. 
Our curriculum aspires to take all students beyond their immediate experience and to build 

cultural capital and develop citizenship. 

• Education with character: Through the curriculum pupils are given regular opportunities to 

discuss and reflect upon a wide variety of political issues. Via such as mock elections (within 
the school community) and Debate Mate (the wider community) students are also provided 

with opportunities to further extend their political education. 
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Roadmap of the Politics Curricula

The roadmap diagram on the following page sets out the route that pupils take through 

our curriculum. The approach is thematic and is underpinned by a sound rationale. In 

Year 12 students undertake Unit 1 which develops an understanding of UK politics – its 
key institutions and practices. In the summer term, students then turn to Unit 2 and the 

study of the Government of the USA. This continues in the first half of Year 13 – including 
a comparative aspect (UK and USA). Finally, Unit 3 (building on the knowledge on the first 

two units) introduces students to political philosophy and further develops political 
history via the study of 4 key ideologies: Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism and 

Nationalism. 
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How we organise our work in 

A-Level Politics

• We use our ring binder to contain all of our notes

• We use dividers to separate our work

• We use Cornell notes to organise our thoughts

• We keep our assessments separately at the back of the folder

• We take pride in our folder, keeping it safe and up to date at all times

• We keep our ring binder in the classroom and use a folder to take relevant 

pieces of homework home.
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Across all three A-Level Politics exam papers, the questions remain broadly the same. 
The structure of each exam is as follows: 

Section A
Section A comprises three compulsory 9 mark questions in the following format: 

Explain and analyse 3 sources of the UK Constitution.

Generic Mark Scheme for Section A 

Mark Schemes
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Across all three A-Level Politics exam papers, the questions remain broadly the same. 
The structure of each exam is as follows: 

Section B
Section B comprises a compulsory 25 mark extract question in the following format: 

Analyse, evaluate and compare arguments in the above extract regarding the 
politicisation of the Supreme Court.

Generic Mark Scheme for Section B

Mark Schemes
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Section C
Section C comprises a choice between two 25 mark essay questions in the following 

formats: 

‘There is a participation crisis in Britain’. Analyse and evaluate this statement.

OR

Analyse and evaluate the view that there is a participation crisis in Britain.

Mark Schemes
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Assessment 

Methods of formal assessment in UK Politics are as follows: 

1. End of Unit Assessments
2. Mock Examinations

1. End of Unit Assessments
You will complete an end of unit assessment at the end of each unit of work as laid 
out in the table below. This/these will consist of 9-mark (exam standard) answers as 
well as a mixture of 25-mark extract and essay questions.

UK Politics US Politics Political Ideas

Constitution Constitution Liberalism

Devolution Congress Conservatism

Parliament The Executive Socialism

The Executive The Presidency Nationalism

The Supreme Court The Supreme Court and 
Civil Rights

The EU Elections

Democracy and 
Participation

Parties and Pressure 
Groups

Electoral Systems

The Media and Voting 
Behaviour

Political Parties
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Methods of formal assessment in UK Politics are as follows: 

1. End of Unit Assessments
2. Mock Examinations

2. Mock Examinations (subject to change)
Throughout Year 12 and 13 you will be entitled to rigorous mock examinations to 
simulate the real thing. By the time you sit your real exam in the Summer of 2028 you 
will have extensive experience completing each exam paper under simulated 
conditions. You will be sitting the following examinations for Politics: 

The dates for these exams will be given to you at the beginning of the academic year. 
You will be given plenty of notice and time to revise, as well as a personalised exam 
table for each set of exams. 

Access Arrangements
If at any time you feel you would benefit from additional access arrangements in an 
exam, such as the use of a laptop, please speak with your subject teacher as soon as 
possible.

Assessment 

Mock Examination Papers

Mock Exam – Winter Term of  Year 12

• Paper 1: Government and Politics of  

the UK (adapted)

• Paper 3:  Political Ideologies (ibid) 

UCAS Exams – Summer of  Year 12

• Paper 1: Government and Politics of  

the UK

• Paper 3: Political Ideologies (adapted) 

Mock Exam – Winter Term of  Year 13

• Paper 1: Government and Politics of  

the UK

• Paper 2: Government and Politics of  

the USA (adapted) 

Final Mock Exam – Easter Term of  

Year 13

• Paper 1: Government and Politics of  

the UK

• Paper 2: Government and Politics of  

the USA

• Paper 3: Political Ideas
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Model Answers

9 Mark Answer
One principle of the US Constitution is the separation of powers, the 

theory of government where political power is distributed among three 

branches of government: the executive, judiciary and legislature, as 
argued by Montesquieu in his 1748 work, The Spirit of the Laws. The 

Founding Fathers made provision for this in the US Constitution in 
articles I-III which outlined that the branches should be separate and 

check on each other in order to avoid tyranny. However, the term 
‘separation of powers’ can be misleading, as argued by Richard 

Neustadt in 1960 who clarified that the US Constitution in fact provides 
for the sharing of powers between separate institutions rather than a 

separation of powers, meaning each branch can be an adequate check 
on another.

A second principle of the US Constitution is Bipartisanship. The 
Founding Fathers hoped to encourage a spirit of Bipartisanship, which 

is the cooperation between two major parties to achieve desired 
political goals, because checks and balances put in place could result in 
partisan conflict and point-scoring. This has worked for presidents such 
as George W. Bush who managed to achieve his educational reforms in 
2001-2002 because he worked with both Republicans and Democratic 

senators. However, while there were only 10 years of Divided 
Government (where one party controls the presidency and another 
controls one or both houses of congress) between 1921 and 1969, 

there have been 35.5 years of divided government between 1969 and 
2016, indicating that the Founding Fathers’ desire for this has not been 

a reality. 

A third principle of the US Constitution is Federalism. Federalism was a 
compromise between Founding Fathers such as Benjamin Franklin, 
who favoured a strong central government, and Thomas Jefferson, 
who felt that legislative power should rest with individual states. 

Although the word itself is not mentioned in the original 7 articles of 
the Constitution, Article IV deals with the Federal-State relationship. 

The sharing of federal power between the central government and the 
individual states enables the US to factor regional and economic 

differences into legislation. However, because of Westward expansion 
and population growth, the size of the federal government has grown, 
creating tension with states, with consequences for policy divergence 

and the law, for example, the fact that each state is able to manage its 
own election procedures. 
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Homework & Independent Work

Objectives of a Sixth Form Homework Policy

Objectives of a John Roan Sixth Form Homework policy are as follows:

• To enable our students to achieve the best grades that they are capable of at Post-

16 through: 

o The consolidation and revision of learned material

o The application of learned material

o Preparation for lessons to enable access to challenging subject content

• To reinforce high expectations of our students as independent learners
• To equip our students with the study skills required for University and other 

destinations  

Expectation of subject homework

At The John Roan Sixth Form we aim to teach students to become independent learners 
who use their private study time effectively. Students will be given guidance and support 

with creating revision schedules, effective note taking, essay writing and academic 

literacy, but will also be expected to practise and demonstrate these in their home 

learning. 

As a benchmark, students should expect to receive an amount of homework per subject 

that is equivalent to twice the number of contact hours that they receive in school: six 

hours per subject which amounts to 18 hours per week.

Deadlines
Failure to meet deadlines for homework will result in a one hour detention after school 

the following day, while repeated failures to meet homework deadline will escalate to an 

academic support plan or school based exclusion. Students who are placed into detention 

will still be expected to complete missed homework. Students are encouraged to 

communicate with teachers about other deadlines in place so that they can be supportive 

of work set in other subjects.

Homework setting

All homework will be set for students using Show My Homework which is available as an 

app which can be accessed via a mobile phone, or as a website that can be accessed via a 

computer. In some instances, homework will be set on software including Microsoft 
Teams. However, instructions for any homework set on these platforms will be repeated 

on Show My Homework to ensure consistency.
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Homework & Independent Work

Revision

Revision homework tasks will 

enable you to consolidate your 

learning and eliminate gaps in 

subject knowledge, helping you to 

prepare for your exams.

Application

Application homework tasks test 

for understanding of recently-

acquired subject knowledge and 

develop your technique for exams.

Flipped-Learning

Flipped learning homework tasks 

ensure that you are able to access 

challenging subject material and 

allow you to progress quickly 

through your course.

✓ Consolidating notes / 

developing Cornell notes

✓ Creating mind maps and 

flashcards

✓ Creating / revising from 

knowledge organisers

✓ Creating glossaries of terms

✓ Creating flow charts

✓ Creating a topic quiz

✓ Revising for a topic quiz

✓ Completing past papers

✓ An essay or question plan

✓ An essay question

✓ Completing past papers

✓ Preparing a presentation 

for a lesson

✓ Completing coursework or 

another assignment for a 

deadline

✓ Independent or guided 

research on a lesson topic

✓ Completing a topic quiz

✓ Preparation of notes in 

advance of a next lesson

✓ Answering comprehension 

questions ahead of a new 

topic

✓ Preparing a presentation 

for a lesson

✓ Independent or guided 

research ahead of a lesson

Examples of homework set at KS5 in A-Level Politics will typically include:
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How to get an A* at Politics A-Level

Inspired Confident Ambitious

1. Attendance and punctuality

The best way to succeed in Politics is to be present in lesson with your 

teacher and accessing the materials and teaching.

If there is a reason for your absence, you must do your best to catch up with 

the work as soon as possible by using the links on SharePoint.

2. Homework

The homework that will be set each week is directly related to the content 
that you need to study but also the skills you need to master to access the 

exam. It is very important therefore that you complete this to a high level.

3. High quality revision and retrieval

Learning requires a change in long-term memory. This means you must 
regularly review the content that you have studied in class at regular 

intervals.

One way of doing this is to create a revision resource for each Chapter that 
you study. This could include flash-cards that you can self-quiz with, 

mindmaps or review questions.

You should then build in time during your study periods to review this 

content.

4. Application to exam questions and exam practice

There is a lot of knowledge and content that you will have to learn in order to 
succeed in the course. In addition to reviewing the content you will also have 

to apply this to practice exam questions.

This does not always mean completing timed essay’s, but could also mean 

planning essays and practising constructing historical arguments through 

drafting introductions and conclusions.



Essential Resources & Wider Reading

Podcasts

UK Politics

The Rest is Politics

Politics Weekly

Reasons to be Cheerful

Brexitcast

US Politics

The Daily

Pod Save America

Americast

Philosophy

In Our Time

Videos

Spotlight on the Troubles, BBC

The Thatcher Years, BBC

Storyville, Brexit: Behind Closed Doors

Inside the EU: The Mad World of 
Brexit

Yes/No: Inside the Indyref

US Politics

Knock Down the House

West Wing 

Trump: An American Dream

13th
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Websites

https://www.tutor2u.net/politics 

https://studyrocket.co.uk/revision/a-level-politics-aqa 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/government-politics/products/16-

18/politics-review-magazine 

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ 



Essential Resources & Wider Reading

Books
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UK Politics
Budge, Ian, The new British Politics Clark, Alan, The Tories: Conservatives and 
the Nation State, 1922-1997 
Derbyshire, Ian, Politics in Britain from Callaghan to Thatcher
Griffith, J. A., The Politics of the Judiciary 
Hennesy, Peter, Cabinet 
Hennesy, Peter, The Hidden Wiring Hennesy, Peter, Whitehall  Hutton, Will, The 
State We’re In   Jenkins, Roy, The Chancellors 
Jones, Bill, British Politics Today 
Kavanaugh, Dennis, The Major Effect 
Marr, Andrew, Ruling Britannia 
Marquand, David, The ideas that shaped post war Britain 
Morgan, Kenneth, The People’s Peace: Britain since 1945 
Pimlott, Ben, Harold Wilson 
Pye, Keith, British Politics: Ideas and Concepts
 Shaw, Eric, The Labour Party since 1945
 Thatcher, Margaret, The Downing Street Years

US Politics 
Ashbee, Edward, US Politics Today
 Bennett, Anthony, The American President’s Cabin 
Bowles, Nigel, Government and Politics of the United States 
Campbell, Colin, The Bush Presidency: First Appraisals 
Davis, Kenneth, Don’t Know Much About The American Presidents 
Dumbrell, John, American Foreign Policy: Carter to Clinton 
Hockman, Stanley, The Penguin Dictionary of Contemporary American History: 
1945 to the present 
Hoff, Joan, Nixon Reconsidered 
Isaacson, Walter, Kissinger 
Jenkins, Roy, Truman 
Lasser, William, Perspectives on American Government 
Mervin, Donald, Ronald Reagan and the American Presidency 
Rae, Nicole, Governing America 
Shaw, Malcolm, Roosevelt to Reagan 
Walker, Martin, The President We Deserve



University Courses & Career Paths

Transferrable skills

University Courses – Have a go at researching…

Politics

Political Science

Politics and Philosophy

Politics, Philosophy and Economics

International Relations

Career Paths

Critical thinking
Analysis 
Debate

Public speaking
Presentation skills
Extended writing

Source analysis
Citizen education
Linking concepts
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Civil Service
Think Tanks

Law 
Finance

Screen writing
Marketing and public relations

Politics
Government foundations

Charity 
Non-Governmental Organisations

Journalism
Lobbying

Speech writing
Government advisor

Policy developer


