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Overview

• WJEC Eduqas AS and A level Music (from 2016) -
Specification Overview - YouTube



Inspired Confident Ambitious

At The John Roan Sixth Form, 

students will be inspired by our 

commitment to their destinations. 

They will feel confident in their 

abilities and prospects because of  our 

teaching and curriculum and they will 

be ambitious because of  the 

opportunities we provide.



Welcome to Music



Entry requirements

• GCSE Music at grade 6 or above

• Grade 6 on Instrument/voice

• Grade 5 Theory or equivalent

Or

Grade 5 ABRSM Theory and Grade 6 Practical ( This 
route will require a catch-up unit at the start of the 
course
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Appraisal



Performing



Composing





Assessment Criteria Composing



Assessment Criteria Composing



Assessment Criteria Performing



Assessment criteria performing



How we organise our work in

A-Level Music

• We use our ring binder and exercise  to contain all of our notes

• We use dividers to separate our work

• We keep a listening log

• We a composition log

• We take pride in our folder, keeping it safe and up to date at all times

• We keep our ring binder in the classroom and use a folder to take 

relevant pieces of homework home.

• We save our compositions on one drive on the Mac computers

• We update our composition log after each session

• We Practice for an hour each day as a minimum and keep notes on our 

practice scores

• We annotate our set work scores to support our Witten notes

Inspired Confident Ambitious



Exam Specification
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Exam Specification : Appraising
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Exam Specification : Appraising AOS A
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Exam Specification : Appraising AOS A
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Exam Specification : Appraising AOS C
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Exam Specification : Appraising AOS E
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Assessment
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Exam Specification
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Exam Specification
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Exam Specification
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Exam Specification
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Exam Specification
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Assessment 

Mock Examination Papers

Mock Exam – Winter Term of  Year 12 • Written paper and Practical

UCAS Exams – Summer of  Year 12

• Written paper

• Practical

• Composition assessment

Mock Exam – Winter Term of  Year 13

• Full exam paper

• Composition and log for first 

composition complete

• Practical performance

Final Mock Exam – Easter Term of  

Year 13

• Full exam paper

• Full recital

• Both composition final assessments

Inspired Confident Ambitious



NEA High standard 

Full Marks A-Level Music Composition (Eduqas 
2022): Piano Sonata in C Minor. - YouTube

Inspired Confident Ambitious



Homework & Independent Work

Objectives of a Sixth Form Homework Policy

Objectives of a John Roan Sixth Form Homework policy are as follows:

• To enable our students to achieve the best grades that they are capable of 

at Post-16 through: 

o The consolidation and revision of learned material

o The application of learned material

o Preparation for lessons to enable access to challenging subject 

content
• To reinforce high expectations of our students as independent learners

• To equip our students with the study skills required for University and other 

destinations  

Expectation of subject homework
At The John Roan Sixth Form we aim to teach students to become independent 

learners who use their private study time effectively. Students will be given 

guidance and support with creating revision schedules, effective note taking, 

essay writing and academic literacy, but will also be expected to practise and 

demonstrate these in their home learning. 

As a benchmark, students should expect to receive an amount of homework per 

subject that is equivalent to twice the number of contact hours that they receive 

in school: six hours per subject which amounts to 18 hours per week.

Deadlines

Failure to meet deadlines for homework will result in a one hour detention after 

school the following day, while repeated failures to meet homework deadline will 

escalate to an academic support plan or school based exclusion. Students who 

are placed into detention will still be expected to complete missed homework. 

Students are encouraged to communicate with teachers about other deadlines in 
place so that they can be supportive of work set in other subjects.

Homework setting

All homework will be set for students using Show My Homework which is 

available as an app which can be accessed via a mobile phone, or as a website 
that can be accessed via a computer. In some instances, homework will be set on 

software including Microsoft Teams. However, instructions for any homework set 

on these platforms will be repeated on Show My Homework to ensure 

consistency.
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Homework & Independent Work

Revision

Revision homework tasks will 

enable you to consolidate your 

learning and eliminate gaps in 

subject knowledge, helping you 

to prepare for your exams.

Application

Application homework tasks 

test for understanding of 

recently-acquired subject 

knowledge and develop your 

technique for exams.

Flipped-Learning

Flipped learning homework 

tasks ensure that you are able 

to access challenging subject 

material and allow you to 

progress quickly through your 

course.

✓ Organising notes

✓ Keeping a clear 

composition log

✓ Keeping a clear listening 

log

✓ Keeping a practice diary

✓ Research

✓ Practice on instrument

✓ Reviewing set works

✓ Practicing aural dictation 

skills from youtube

✓ Reviewing information on 

'A' level Music.com

✓ An essay or question 

plan

✓ An essay question

✓ Completing past papers

✓ Preparing a presentation 

for a lesson

✓ Completing coursework 

or another assignment 

for a deadline

✓ Independent or guided 

research on a lesson 

topic

✓ Completing a topic quiz

✓ Analysis questions

✓ Practice

✓ Updating of logs

✓ Preparation of notes in 

advance of a next lesson

✓ Answering 

comprehension 

questions ahead of a new 

topic

✓ Preparing a presentation 

for a lesson

✓ Independent or guided 

research ahead of a 

lesson

Examples of homework set at KS5 in A-Level Music will typically include:
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How to get an A* at Music A-Level

Inspired Confident Ambitious

1. Attendance and punctuality

The best way to succeed in Politics is to be present in lesson with your 

teacher and accessing the materials and teaching.

If there is a reason for your absence, you must do your best to catch up with 

the work as soon as possible by using the links on SharePoint.

2. Homework

The homework that will be set each week is directly related to the content 
that you need to study but also the skills you need to master to access the 

exam. It is very important therefore that you complete this to a high level.

3. High quality revision and retrieval

Learning requires a change in long-term memory. This means you must 
regularly review the content that you have studied in class at regular 

intervals.

One way of doing this is to create a revision resource for each Chapter that 
you study. This could include flash-cards that you can self-quiz with, 

mindmaps or review questions.

You should then build in time during your study periods to review this 

content.

4. Application to exam questions and exam practice

There is a lot of knowledge and content that you will have to learn in order to 
succeed in the course. In addition to reviewing the content you will also have 

to apply this to practice exam questions.

This does not always mean completing timed essay’s, but could also mean 

planning essays and practising constructing historical arguments through 

drafting introductions and conclusions.



Resources

• A level Music study Guides 
by Rhinegold

• Study scores

• You tube

• Alevelmusic.com

• ABRSM grade theory 
practice

• Concerts

• Eduqas exam board 
resources pages for 
students

• A level Music.com

Recommend that you 
purchase

• The Symphony from 
Manheim to Mahler by 
Christopher Tarrant and 
Natalie Wild



Expectations to further develop 
skills

• Take part in concerts as a soloist or part of an 
ensemble

• Take ABRSM grade exams in theory and practical – 
the minimum level is Grade 7 by the end of Year 13

• Attend concerts outside school

• Practice on your solo instrument for at least one 
hour per day

• Listen to a wide variety of different music styles to 
support the development of your knowledge and 
skills

• Read widely surrounding your areas of studies

• Be a member of the school orchestra or Choir or 
Jazz Band


