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At The John Roan Sixth Form, students will 

be inspired by our commitment to their 

destinations. They will feel confident in 

their abilities and prospects because of our 

teaching and curriculum, and they will be 

ambitious because of the opportunities we 

provide



•The purpose of the Creative Arts curriculum is to:
•Enable all students to access a range of creative subjects which foster their ability to be visual and creative thinkers and develop visual 
language skills in an ever more digital and media driven world where images are prevalent.
•We intend for all students to develop practical skills in order to be able to express themselves creatively across a range of disciplines and 
subject areas and prepare them for creative pathways leading to a diverse range of career opportunities in the creative industries.
•We wish to develop the imagination of students and give them opportunities to work collaboratively on projects which enrich their ability to 
communicate through the creation of artefacts and images both in 2D and 3D to learn how to manipulate media and materials and learn 
techniques necessary for self-expression. We aim to incorporate opportunities to use digital media in this process.

•     The principles of the Creative Arts curriculum

• Entitlement: The Creative Arts curriculum gives students the opportunity to study a wide range of artists, designers, and crafts people 
from a diverse range of cultures, time periods, styles, and movements. Students have the possibility of visiting galleries and museums to 
develop their cultural understanding and to enrich their practical experience in the classroom.

• Coherence: The Curriculum is designed to develop practical skills across the disciplines so that students can build on prior knowledge 
and understanding with each new practical unit they undertake.

• Mastery: The skill sets that students acquire through their study of Creative Arts subjects builds over time to give them the tools to 
become more sophisticated and confident with the media materials and techniques they are using

• Adaptability: The creative Arts curriculum equips students to be confident in applying their creative skills in a wide range of situations 
including participating in art activities in the local community, competitions and events.

• Representation: All students will be able to see a diverse range of cultures, traditions and beliefs represented through the study of 
Creative Arts subjects which will cover work made by artists, designers and craftspeople from all around the world through different time 
periods.

• Education with character: Through the study of Creative Arts subjects students will be able to experiment with new ways of working which 
require creative thinking and risk taking, working in an environment where failure is a steppingstone in working towards success, building 
resilience. Students will develop a widening interest in the world around them through the study of the Creative world, thus becoming 
global citizens.



WELCOME TO A - LEVEL ART & DESIGN
And Graphic Communication



Exam Board:
AQA

Full title of the course:
A-Level  Art and Design

A-Level Graphic Communication

How you will be assessed:

Component 1: Personal Investigation
60% of A-Level
96 marks
(24 marks for each of the four AOs)

Component 2: Externally set Assignment
40% of A-Level
96 marks
(24 marks for each of the four AOs)
Includes a 15 hour practical exam in Year 13

A - LEVEL ART and A-LEVEL GRAPHICS COURSE OUTLINE



ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES



ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

A01:Develop ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating 
critical understanding of 
sources.

A02: Refine work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes

A03: Record ideas, observations 

and insights relevant to intentions 
as work progresses.

A04:Present a personal and 

meaningful response that realizes 
intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language.



Autumn 

Term 
Spring Term

Summer 

Term

Autumn 

Term
Spring Term

Year 12 Autumn Term

Foundation Studies 
You will explore a range of artists' 

work and disciplines through 

experimental workshops using a 

variety of techniques revisiting the 
Formal Elements of Art.

Y13 Spring Term

ESA Project
This is your exam project (or 

‘Externally Set Assignment’). You will 

have a number of title options to 

choose from and will have preparation 
time and also a 15 hour practical exam.

A - LEVEL ART COURSE OUTLINE

Year 12 Spring Term 2

Personal Investigation

Year 12 Summer Term

Year 13 Autumn Term

Personal Investigation



A- Level Art & Design
YEAR 12
Building up on existing skills  ( stepping up from 
GCSE)
• Printmaking
• Drawing & painting
• 3D work/sculpture

Start Personal Investigation
• Sketchbook investigation
• Final pieces
• Essay

A - LEVEL ART COURSE OUTLINE



A- Level Art & Design
YEAR 13
• Developing Analytical skills-visiting Galleries 

and first hand visits to museums and locations
• Photoshoots to inform work
• Development of ideas through exploration of a 

wide range of media materials and techniques
• Planning and completing final piece/pieces
• Completing Personal investigation
• Starting exam project
• Developing ideas for exam project through a 

wide range of experiments and research

A - LEVEL ART COURSE OUTLINE



SKETCHBOOKS

• We will provide you with sketchbooks to complete your visual 

experiments and projects- at first this will consist of an

• A3 Sketchbook

• A5/A6 Sketchbook
• Larger pieces, final pieces, 3-D work and digital work will be completed in 

addition to the sketchbooks to form a complete portfolio

• We will provide specialist materials, however you are welcome to use and 

bring your own materials both in class and in the exam



Component 1: Personal investigation 60%

This is a practical investigation supported by written material. You are required to conduct a practical investigation, into an idea, issue, 

concept or theme, supported by written material. 
The focus of the investigation must be identified independently by yourself and must lead to a finished outcome or a series of related finished 

outcomes. 
The investigation should be a coherent, in-depth study that demonstrates the student’s ability to construct and develop a sustained line of 
reasoning from an initial starting point to a final realisation.

The investigation must show clear development from initial intentions to the final outcome or outcomes.

It must include evidence of the student’s ability to research and develop ideas and relate their work in meaningful ways to relevant 
critical/contextual materials. The investigation must be informed by an aspect of contemporary or past practice of artists, photographers, 
designers or craftspeople. 

The written material must confirm understanding of creative decisions, providing evidence of all four assessment objectives by:

• clarifying the focus of the investigation
• demonstrating critical understanding of contextual and other sources
• substantiating decisions leading to the development and refinement of ideas

• recording ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions by reflecting critically on practical work
• making meaningful connections between, visual, written and other elements.

The written material must:
• be a coherent and logically structured extended response of between 1000 and 3000 words of continuous prose.

• include specialist vocabulary appropriate to the subject matter
• include a bibliography that, identifies contextual references from sources such as: books, journals, websites, through studies of others’ 

work made during a residency, or on a site, museum or gallery visit
• be legible with accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar so that meaning is clear.



Component 2: Externally set assignment 40%

Each question paper will consist of a choice of eight questions to be used as starting points. Students 

are required to select one.

Preparatory period – from 1 February (approx 12 weeks)

Supervised time – 15 hours ( exam)

The structure of this project is similar to component 1, however the time period to complete this project 
is significantly shorter, therefore, students need to commence quickly and keep the momentum going 

throughout

The Assessment objectives are identical however component 2 is worth 40%

The final piece for component 2 will be completed in a formal exam which takes place over 3 days. All 

the preparatory work will be done in class and at home during the prep period.

After the exam, students will not be allowed to revisit the work in component 2.



1. Attendance and punctuality

The best way to succeed in Art and Graphicsis to be present in lesson with your teacher and accessing the 

materials and teaching.

If there is a reason for your absence, you must do your best to catch up with the work as soon as possible using 

the individualised feedback form that your teacher. Your teacher will guide you towards the tasks that you should 

be doing, working with your ideas and shaping them into fully realised artworks.

2. Homework

The homework that will be set each week is directly related to the projects that you are working on  and also the 

skills you need complete your creative work to a high standard. It is very important each homework to a high level 

and treat the work that you are doing at home as equally valuable as the work you are doing in school. All your 

work contributes to your assessed portfolio.

3. Attitude to learning

We expect you to be managing your own creative projects using support and guidance from the teachers in the 

department. Students who take responsibility for and ownership of their creative work and who are invested in 

their creative process are likely to be successful. 

We expect you to be using the art facilities in between lessons and moving your projects on each week

4. Research

We expect you to undertake your own research and visit a wide range of locations, galleries and museums in your 

own time demonstrating an independent approach to developing your projects












