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Inspired Confident Ambitious

At The John Roan Sixth Form, 

students will be inspired by our 

commitment to their destinations. 

They will feel confident in their 

abilities and prospects because of  our 

teaching and curriculum and they will 

be ambitious because of  the 

opportunities we provide.

2



My Progress

Assessment
Grade 

Achieved
Targets for Improvement

Year 1

Approaches

Social Influence

Clinical Psychology

Winter mock

Attachment

Memory

Research methods 

Biopsychology

Social Influence

UCAS Exams

Year 2

Approaches

Research methods

Biopsychology

Winter mock

Schizophrenia

Relationships

Forensic Psychology

Issues & Debates

Spring mock

Inspired Confident Ambitious
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Curriculum Aims (KS5) 

The purpose of the Psychology curriculum is to ensure the opportunity for students to explore 
their interests and be challenged on the very nature of what it means to be human. Psychology 

explores the workings of the mind to understand why we think and behave in the ways we do and 

how these can change. By studying different approaches in this topic, it gives us an insight into who 

we are, why we make different decisions given the same stimulus, and delves into society itself. 

Cognitive, behavioural and biological mechanisms are explored to gain a critical understanding of 

human development of concepts including memory, relationships, psychopathology and 
schizophrenia. Developing this awareness allows us to gain a greater understanding of ourselves 

and the people around us and gives us the skills to apply this knowledge in the real world to affect 

change in our communities.

Here we explore the John Roan curriculum principles in the context of the Politics 
curriculum:

• Entitlement: Our science curriculum covers the National Curriculum. We have added to the 

content covered by the National Curriculum, but we have not removed any content specified 

in the National Curriculum. Offering Psychology at Key Stage 5 is an addition to support the 
opportunities our students have.

• Coherence: We sequence our units to introduce knowledge and new ideas in a way that 

begins with the simplest and builds to the more complex, including a range of vertical 

concepts developed in a variety of contexts. Approaches and research methods are 
introduced in year 1 as these are applied to other topics within the curriculum.

• Mastery: Reviewing prior knowledge is threaded throughout all units, with concepts and 

skills revisited, built upon, and developed in new contexts.

• Adaptability: All lesson materials are editable and are reviewed and improved each cycle. 

There are scaffolding examples and assessment tools to identify gaps in learning for teachers 

to respond to.

• Representation: A diverse range of examples, names, images and psychologists/scientists 

are used in resources so that students from all backgrounds recognise the relevance of the 

discipline.

• Education with character: The psychology curriculum raises many ethical, culturally 
significant, and/or sensitive questions which students will want to explore in ways that go 

beyond the curriculum. We encourage teachers to respond sensitively to these and use their 

professional judgement to help students to reflect and have informed opinions on these.

Welcome to Psychology

Roadmap of the Psychology Curricula

The roadmap diagram on the following page sets out the route that pupils take through 

our curriculum. The approach is thematic and is underpinned by a sound rationale. In 

Year 12 students undertake units in paper 1 which develops an understanding of specific 

topics as well as approaches and research methods – applicable to all psychological 

concepts. Approaches, biopsychology and research methods are then built upon in the 

first half of Year 13 for paper 2. Finally, specific options in paper 3: Schizophrenia, 
Relationships and Forensic will be explored, finished with issues and debates, to solidify 

critical thinking skills. Sometimes Issues and Debates is taught first to help build A03 

evaluation
4
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How we organise our work in 

A-Level Psychology

• Handbook at front

• Dividers:

• Topic by topic: Oldest -> newest

• Assessments

• Extra reading

• For each lesson:

• Dated 1 side A4 Cornell notes

• Dated worksheet and/or lined paper with classwork

• Exam practice, might include:

• Short question answer

• Essay plan

• Annotated mark scheme

• Annotated model answers

•   Spare templates / lined paper / plastic wallets
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Exam Specification

Inspired Confident Ambitious

Assessments

Social influence, Memory, Attachment, Clinical Psychology

Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology, Research methods

Issues and debates in Psychology 

Option 1: Relationships; Option 2: Schizophrenia; Option 3: Forensic Psychology
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Exam Specification

Inspired Confident Ambitious

Knowledge and understanding of research methods, practical research skills and mathematical skills 
will be assessed in Paper 1.
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Exam Specification

Inspired Confident Ambitious

Knowledge and understanding of research methods, practical research skills and mathematical skills 
will be assessed in Paper 2.
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Exam Specification
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Exam Specification
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Exam Specification

Inspired Confident Ambitious

Knowledge and understanding of research methods, practical research skills and mathematical skills will 
be assessed in Paper 3.
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Exam Specification
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Assessment Objectives and Marking
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• Across all three Psychology exam papers, the types of questions remain 
broadly the same: multiple-choice, short answer and extended writing.

• The structure of papers 1 and 3 are the same: four sections, 24 marks each, 
whereas paper 2 contains three sections: two 24 mark and one 48 mark. 

The structure of a generic mark scheme for a 24 mark section in each exam is 
as follows: 

Section A
Social Influence

Mark Schemes
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Mark Schemes
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Mark Schemes
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The structure of a generic mark scheme for the 48 mark section in the paper 
2 exam is as follows: 

Section C
Research Methods

Mark Schemes
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Mark Schemes
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Mark Schemes
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Mark Schemes
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Mark Schemes
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Mark Schemes
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Mark Schemes
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Mark Schemes
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The table below represents the typical weighting for AO marks awarded for 
paper 1 (similar to paper 3):

Assessment Objective weighting 
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The table below represents the typical weighting for AO marks awarded for 
paper 1 (similar to paper 3):

Assessment Objective weighting 
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Assessment 

Methods of formal assessment in Psychology are as follows: 

1. End of Unit Assessments
2. Mock Examinations

1. End of Unit Assessments
You will complete an end of unit assessment at the end of each unit of work 
as laid out in the table below. You will be given a minimum of 1 weeks’ notice 
to prepare for each assessment and may be allocated revision tasks as 
homework or may have to complete this in your own time.

Introductory topics Psychology in context Issues and options

Social influence Approaches in 
Psychology I

Schizophrenia

Clinical Psychology and 
mental health

Biopsychology I Relationships

Attachment Research methods I Forensic Psychology

Memory Approaches in 
Psychology II

Issues and debates

Research methods II

Biopsychology II
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Methods of formal assessment in Psychology are as follows: 

1. End of Unit Assessments
2. Mock Examinations

2. Mock Examinations
Throughout Year 12 and 13 you will be entitled to rigorous mock examinations 
to simulate the real thing. By the time you sit your real exam in the Summer 
of 2024 you will have extensive experience completing each exam paper 
under simulated conditions. You will be sitting the following examinations for 
Psychology: 

The dates for these exams will be given to you at the beginning of the 
academic year. You will be given plenty of notice and time to revise, as well as 
a personalised exam table for each set of exams. 

Access Arrangements
If at any time you feel you would benefit from additional access arrangements 
in an exam, such as the use of a laptop, please speak with your subject 
teacher as soon as possible.

Assessment 

Mock Examination Papers

Mock Exam – Winter Term of  Year 12
• Paper 1: Introductory topics in 

Psychology (adapted)

UCAS Exams – Summer of  Year 12

• Paper 1: Introductory topics in 

Psychology 

• Paper 2: Psychology in context 

(adapted)

Mock Exam – Winter Term of  Year 13

• Paper 1: Introductory topics in 

Psychology

• Paper 2: Psychology in context

Final Mock Exam – Easter Term of  

Year 13

• Paper 1: Introductory topics in 

Psychology

• Paper 2: Psychology in context

• Paper 3: Issues and options (adapted)
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Model Answers

16 Mark Answer
‘Discuss what Psychological research has told us about why people conform’

 There are two key explanations about why people conform: informational 
social influence and normative social influence. Normative social influence (NSI) is 
when a person conforms to be accepted and to feel like they belong to a group. Here 
a person conforms because it is socially rewarding, or to avoid social rejection; for 
example, feeling like they don’t ‘fit in’.
 Asch’s (1956) study into conformity provides research support for 
normative social influence. He found that many of the participants went along with 
the majority and provided an obviously incorrect answer on a line judgement task. 
When questioned by Asch in post-experimental interviews, participants said that 
they changed their answer to avoid disapproval from the rest of the group which 
clearly shows that NSI had occurred, as the participants conformed to fit in. 
Furthermore, Asch demonstrated that when the pressure to publicly conform is 
removed, by asking participants to write down their answers on a piece of paper 
rather than say them aloud, the conformity rates fell to 12.5%. This provides further 
evidence for NSI because the reduction in public pressure reduced the rate of 
conformity.
 While the Asch study provides support for the notion of NSI, more recent 
research has yielded different results. For example, Perrin and Spencer (1980) 
conducted an Asch-style experiment and found a conformity level of 0.25%. 
Therefore, it could be argued that the results of Asch are the results of a different 
era and do not represent conformity and the idea of NSI in 2017. However, it must 
be noted that Perrin and Spencer used a very different sample to Asch, consisting of 
engineering and mathematic students. Therefore, it can be that the lower levels of 
conformity were also influenced by the participant’s expertise in problem-solving 
tasks.
 However, NSI is not the only reason that people conform and some people 
conform to for informational reasons. Informational Social Influence (ISI) is when a 
person conforms to gain knowledge, or because they believe that someone else is 
‘right’. Informational social influence is usually associated with internalisation, where 
a person changes both their public behaviour and their private beliefs, on a long -
term basis. This semi-permanent change in behaviour and belief is the result of a 
person adopting a new belief system because they genuinely believe that their new 
beliefs are ‘right’ or that the majority are ‘experts’.
 Jenness (1932) provides research support for the role of informational 
social influence. Participants were asked to initially make independent judgements 
about the number of jelly beans contained in a jar and then discuss their estimates in 
a group. Following the discussion, participants then made another individual private 
estimate. Jenness found that this second private estimate moved closer to the group 
estimate and that females typically conformed more. This shows that ISI will occur in 
unfamiliar, ambiguous situations as the participants believed they gained knowledge 
from the group and are now more likely to be right.
 While Jenness provides convincing evidence for the role of ISI, it must be 
noted that his experiment has been criticised for lacking ecological validity. Providing 
an estimate of the number of beans in a jar is a rather mundane task with no social 
consequences. Consequently, it is legitimate to question whether we would display 
such levels of ISI in tasks that have more significant social consequences, for 
example, hearing evidence in a court case from an ‘expert’ barrister. Therefore, until 
further research examining ISI is conducted in the real-world, these results remain 
confined to the laboratory. 

Inspired Confident Ambitious

16 marks:
 AO1 = 6
AO3 = 10

Point

Evidence

Explanation

Evidence

Explanation

Three 
paragraphs 
discussing 

research on 
NSI 

Three 
paragraphs 
discussing 

research on 
ISI 

Supporting 
research 

Counter 
point
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Homework & Independent Work

Objectives of a Sixth Form Homework Policy

Objectives of a John Roan Sixth Form Homework policy are as follows:

• To enable our students to achieve the best grades that they are capable of 

at Post-16 through: 

o The consolidation and revision of learned material

o The application of learned material

o Preparation for lessons to enable access to challenging subject 

content
• To reinforce high expectations of our students as independent learners

• To equip our students with the study skills required for University and other 

destinations  

Expectation of subject homework
At The John Roan Sixth Form we aim to teach students to become independent 

learners who use their private study time effectively. Students will be given 

guidance and support with creating revision schedules, effective note taking, 

essay writing and academic literacy, but will also be expected to practise and 

demonstrate these in their home learning. 

As a benchmark, students should expect to receive an amount of homework per 

subject that is equivalent to twice the number of contact hours that they receive 

in school: six hours per subject which amounts to 18 hours per week.

Deadlines

Failure to meet deadlines for homework will result in a one hour detention after 

school the following day, while repeated failures to meet homework deadline will 

escalate to an academic support plan or school based exclusion. Students who 

are placed into detention will still be expected to complete missed homework. 

Students are encouraged to communicate with teachers about other deadlines in 
place so that they can be supportive of work set in other subjects.

Homework setting

All homework will be set for students using Show My Homework which is 

available as an app which can be accessed via a mobile phone, or as a website 
that can be accessed via a computer. In some instances, homework will be set on 

software including Microsoft Teams. However, instructions for any homework set 

on these platforms will be repeated on Show My Homework to ensure 

consistency.
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Homework & Independent Work

Revision

Revision homework tasks 

will enable you to 

consolidate your learning 
and eliminate gaps in 

subject knowledge, 
helping you to prepare for 

your exams.

Application

Application homework 

tasks test for 

understanding of 
recently-acquired subject 

knowledge and develop 
your technique for 

exams.

Flipped-Learning

Flipped learning 

homework tasks ensure 

that you are able to 
access challenging 

subject material and 
allow you to progress 

quickly through your 
course.

✓ Completing Seneca 

tasks

✓ Consolidating notes / 
developing Cornell 

notes
✓ Creating mind maps 

and flashcards
✓ “Check it” questions 

from textbook
✓ Creating glossaries 

of terms

✓ Revising for a topic 

quiz

✓ Completing past 

papers

✓ An exam question 

plan

✓ An essay question
✓ Completing past 

papers
✓ Completing Seneca 

tasks
✓ Independent or 

guided research on a 
lesson topic

✓ “Apply it” questions 

from textbook

✓ Completing a topic 

quiz

✓ Preparation of 

Cornell notes in 

advance of a next 
lesson

✓ Answering 
comprehension 

questions on reading 
ahead of a new topic

✓ Independent or 
guided research 

ahead of a lesson

Examples of homework set at KS5 in A-Level Psychology will typically include:
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Inspired Confident Ambitious

Below are sentence starters for AO1 and AO3 paragraphs. You should by now always be 
writing in a sophisticated style so use this sheet every time you practise writing long answer 
questions. This list is not extensive and there are many other sophisticated sentence starters. 

AO1

• One theory that explains ________ is __________

• Psychologists suggest that ___________ has developed because of ________

• Psychologists suggest that the development of __________ has been influenced by 

___________________

• ___________ is said to play a role in the development of ____________

• One explanation put forward by ____________ psychologists to explain ___________ is 

______________

• One piece of research into________ was conducted by _____________

• A study by __________ investigated the influence of ______ on ________

• The theory of _______ was put forward by ______ to explain ________

AO3

• This explanation is credible because there is evidence to support it.

• This approach offers a plausible account of _______________.

• This theory raises an important debate of _____________.

• This explanation gives credit to the ____________ approach as it supports the idea that…

• This approach fails to consider ________________

• The findings of this study may not be representative of the wider population because…

• Arguably, the results of this study cannot be extrapolated to _________ in humans.

• The findings of this study may not apply to real life situations of ________ because…

• On the other hand, it could be argued that _______ is a better explanation for _______ 

than _______ because…

• In comparison, the _______ approach takes into account _________ which the ________ 

approach does not.

• This renders the ________ approach limited because….

Psychology exam technique: RHA the text

How to get an A* at Psychology A-Level
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When evaluating studies
remember:

Generalisability
Can we transfer results to target population? 
Sample size?

Reliability
Can the study be repeated with the same 
findings?

Application
Can we use findings in the real world?

Validity

Is it measuring what it said?
Does the setting reflect real life?

Ethics
Any harm, consent, privacy, confidentiality 

How to get an A* at Psychology A-Level
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How to get an A* at Psychology A-Level
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How to get an A* at Psychology A-Level
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Essential Resources & Wider Reading

Podcasts / apps

• Illuminate publishing AQA 

Psychology podcast

• Seneca

• Gojimo

• A-level psych

Videos

• YouTube channels:

• PsychBoost

• Miss Earle’s Psychology

• Super Psychology

• Ted Talks (Psychology)

• TeacherTube

• Red Psychology
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Essential Resources & Wider Reading

Books

• Illuminate publishing revision 

guide (Year 1 & 2)

• Research methods companion, 

Oxford

Websites

• AQA Website:

• Past papers

• Mark schemes

• Recommended reading / 

podcasts

• Command word glossary

• Tutor2u: (Psychology -> free 

resources)

• Quizzes

• Study notes

• Model answers

• Exam technique advice

• Quizlet

• Flashcards

• MCQs

• Simplypsychology.org

• In depth notes

• Further reading
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University Courses & Career Paths

Transferrable skills

Psychology

Forensic Psychology

Educational Psychology

Applied Psychology

Clinical Psychology

Experimental Psychology

Sport Psychology

Child Psychology

Developmental 
Psychology

Social Psychology

Other related courses:

Criminology

Sociology

Anthropology

Philosophy

Education

Archaeology

Politics

Assistant Psychologist

Sports and Exercise Psychologist

Neuropsychologist

Psychological Wellbeing Practitioner

Health Psychologist

Academic Teaching and Researcher 

Counselling Psychologist

Forensic Psychologist

Educational Psychologist

Clinical Psychologist

Critical thinking
Analysis 

Extended writing

Linking concepts
Mathematical skills

Creativity

Communication 
Decision Making

Data Interpretation

Inspired Confident Ambitious

Career Paths

University Courses
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Psychology Course contacts

Head of Department

Dr Julie Peterson

Available Monday and Thursdays

Julie.peterson@thejohnroanschool.org.uk

Teacher of Psychology

Lead teacher of Y12

Ms Sarah Udashkin

Sarah.udashkin@thejonroanschool.org.uk
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